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Official Entry and Permission Form 
OPRAH’S NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST 
 

Topic: “Why is Elie Wiesel's book Night relevant today?” 
 
Guidelines:  One Thousand (1,000) words or less, typewritten, double-spaced, with numbered pages (See 
Official Rules for all entry details and specifications).   
 
Essays will be judged on: Originality, creativity, eloquence of writing style, and structure (how well 
thought out the essay is) and relevance to the Topic.   
 
Deadline: Essays must be postmarked by Monday, February 6, 2006 and received by Thursday, February 
9, 2006. 
 
How to Enter: Print out this form and legibly print information in blue or black pen. Include the 
completed form with your essay and send by mail to: 

Oprah's National High School Essay Contest 
PO Box 618300 

Chicago, IL  60661 
 
ALL FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER FOR THE ENTRY TO BE CONSIDERED. 
 
Student's Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

First    Middle Initial   Last 

Student's Date of Birth: ______/_____/______     
           Month/Date/Year 

 

Student's Home Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
    Street     
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 City     State    Zip code 

Student's Telephone Number: (____)_______________   
 
Name of High School:___________________________________________________________________ 

 
High School Address:___________________________________________________________________ 
    Street     
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 City     State    Zip code 
 
High School Telephone Number: (____)_____________________________ 
 
Student's Year in High School (circle one):  9th 10th 11th 12th 
 
TRAVEL: Winners shall each receive a trip for two to Chicago, IL tentatively scheduled for February 
26-27, 2006.  Each Winner must be accompanied by one of their parents or legal guardians who shall 
serve as their Travel Companion.    
 
If you are selected as a Winner, the name of the parent or legal guardian who will accompany you on the 
trip:  
____________________________________________________________________________________.
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TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/GUARDIAN IF ENTRANT IS UNDER 18 YEARS 
OF AGE: 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's Name: _________________________________________________________ 

   First    Middle Initial  Last 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's Home Address: __________________________________________________ 

Street               
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 City     State    Zip code 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's Home Telephone Number: (_____)___________________ 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's Work Telephone Number (if available): (_______)___________________ 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's Cell Telephone Number (if available): (______)___________________ 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's E-mail Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
BOTH THE ENTRANT AND HIS/HER PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN (IF ENTRANT IS A 
MINOR) NEED TO SIGN BELOW IN ORDER FOR THE ENTRY TO BE CONSIDERED. 
 
Student's Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 
By signing this form, I represent and warrant that: (i)  the attached essay is my original, previously 
unpublished work, (ii) I am not under exclusive contract with either an agency or writing guild, (iii) I give 
consent to the Sponsors to verify my current standing in high school, (iv) I have carefully read and agree 
to the terms of this Entry Form/Release, and (v) I have carefully read and agree to be bound by the 
Official Rules of the Essay Contest. I acknowledge and agree that upon my entry in this Contest, Harpo 
will own and administer 100% of the copyright in my essay, with the perpetual right to use such essay in 
any manner in any and all media. I further agree to assume the risks of participating in this Contest and 
that if chosen, I must travel on dates specified by Sponsors or else the trip shall be forfeited in its entirety. 
 
Parent or Legal Guardian's Signature: ___________________________________________________ 
By signing this form, I represent and warrant that: (i)  the attached essay is my child’s original, previously 
unpublished work, (ii) my child is not under exclusive contract with either an agency or writing guild, (iii) 
I give consent to the Sponsors to verify my child’s current standing in high school, (iv) I have carefully 
read and I agree to the terms of this Entry Form/Release, and (v) I have carefully read and agree to be 
bound by the Official Rules of the Essay Contest. I acknowledge and agree that upon my child’s entry in 
this Contest, Harpo will own and administer 100% of the copyright in his/her essay, with the perpetual 
right to use such essay in any manner in any and all media. I agree to assume the risks of participating in 
this Contest on behalf of myself and the minor named herein.  I also acknowledge and agree that if 
chosen, my child and his/her travel companion (as defined in the Official Rules) must travel on dates 
specified by Sponsors or else the trip shall be forfeited in its entirety. 
 
No purchase necessary to enter or win. Subject to Official Rules. Contest open to all legal residents of the US, who 
are currently enrolled full-time (and in good standing) in a public or state-accredited private or parochial school, 
grades 9-12. Visit www.oprah.com/obc_classic/open/obc_essay_contest.jhtml for Official Rules, prize and entry 
information. Entries must be postmarked by February 6, 2006 and received by February 9, 2006. Approximate total 
value of prizes is $100,000.00. Details, qualifications and conditions for participation may apply. Void where 
prohibited. 


